
 
 
 

PEW SHEET 
 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

16th February 2025 
 

 

Welcome to Saint John’s Finch Street at the heart of the East Malvern community. 
This iconic sandstone church is home to a welcoming and hospitable community 
committed to the worship of God in beauty and holiness in the classical Anglican 
tradition as well as loving and joyful outreach as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 

You can find out more about us at www.saintjohns.org.au 
 

 
 

The Anglican Parish of Saint John  
& Saint Agnes 
   5 Finch Street East Malvern VIC 3145 
   03 9571 6616 
   secretary@saintjohns.org.au 
 

REGULAR SERVICES 
 

Sunday  
   8:00am: Eucharist (Saint John’s) 	
   9:30am: Choral Eucharist (Saint John’s)  
   9:30am: Sung Eucharist (Saint Agnes’) 
   6:00pm:   Choral Evensong   
                   (Saint John’s, First Sunday) 
   6:00pm:   Congregational Evensong 
                    (Saint John’s, Third Sunday) 
 

Weekday Eucharists 
   10:00am: Tuesday (Saint Agnes’) 
   10:15am: Friday (Saint John’s) 

Vicar 
   Fr. Alex Ross  
   0431 308 703 
   vicar@saintjohns.org.au 
   (Day-Off: Monday) 
 

Associate Clergy 
   Fr. Ken Hewlett 
   Bp. Brad Billings 
   Fr. Mick Potter 
   Adn. Colleen O’Reilly 
   Fr Luke Hopkins  
 

Churchwardens 
   John Hooper 0416 185 005 
   Anne Kerin 0411 587 180 
   Robert Buckmaster 0437 014 090 
 

Director of Music 
   Rowan Swarbrick 0401 268 269 

 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this place and their stewardship of the 
land that now sustains us all and on which we worship the God of all Reconciliation and Hope 

 



GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 
Text marked with ¯ is sung together by both congregation and choir at 9:30am. The 
Mass Setting this morning is by Philip Mathias. Please stand when the bells are rung.  
 
The Ministers and Choir enter while the Opening Hymn is sung. 

 
OPENING HYMN 

 
1. Jesus, lover of my soul, 
let me to thy refuge fly, 
while the nearer waters roll, 
while the tempest still is high; 
hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
till the storm of life is past; 
safe into the haven guide, 
O receive my soul at last.  
 
2. Other refuge have I none, 
hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
leave, ah! Leave me not alone, 
still support and comfort me: 
all my trust on thee is stayed, 
all my help from thee I bring; 
cover my defenceless head 
with the shadow of thy wing.  
 
3. Thou, O Christ, art all I want, 
more than all in thee I find, 
raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is thy name, 
I am all unrighteousness; 
false and full of sin I am, 
thou art full of truth and grace.  

 
Charles Wesley 1707-88 alt 

TIS 211(i) 



X In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ Jesus said ‘This is the great and first 
commandment. And the second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 
 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 
as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive 
us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
¯Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
    Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
X pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



THE GLORIA 
 
¯Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
   almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
   you alone are the Lord, 
   you alone are the Most High 
   Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
   in the X glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT 

 
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble 
servants; and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such 
things as shall please you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Please sit. Before the Liturgy of the Word all children and their parents are invited to 
come forward to receive a prayer and blessing 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING 
 
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.  [17.5-10] 
 
Thus says the Lord: 
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
   and make mere flesh their strength, 



   whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 
They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
   and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
   in an uninhabited salt land.  
 
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 
   whose trust is the Lord. 
They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
   sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, 
   and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
   and it does not cease to bear fruit.  
 
The heart is devious above all else; 
   it is perverse— 
   who can understand it? 
I the Lord test the mind 
   and search the heart, 
to give to all according to their ways, 
   according to the fruit of their doings. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 
 

 [1] 
 
Blessed are they 
who have not walked in the counsel of the ungodly: 
nor followed the way of sinners, 
nor taken their seat amongst the scornful. 

But their delight is in the law of the Lord: 
and on that law will they ponder day and night. 

They are like trees planted beside streams of water: 
that yield their fruit in due season. 

Their leaves also shall not wither: 



and look, whatever they do, it shall prosper. 
As for the ungodly, it is not so with them: 
they are like the chaff which the wind scatters. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand up 
at the judgement: 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

For the Lord cares for the way of the righteous: 
but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 
 

SECOND READING 
 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. [15.12-20] 
 
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then 
our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are 
even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he 
raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life 
only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand and turn to face the Book of the Gospels. 
 

GOSPEL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia,  
Blessed are you when people hate you on account of the Son of man. Rejoice 
and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven. Alleluia. 
 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. [6.17-26] 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and 
the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed 
of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were 
cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out 
from him and healed all of them. 
 
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
‘Blessed are you who are poor, 
   for yours is the kingdom of God. 
‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
   for you will be filled. 
‘Blessed are you who weep now, 
   for you will laugh. 
‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile 
you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day 
and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what 
their ancestors did to the prophets. 
‘But woe to you who are rich, 
   for you have received your consolation. 
‘Woe to you who are full now, 
   for you will be hungry. 
‘Woe to you who are laughing now, 
   for you will mourn and weep. 
‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did 
to the false prophets. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 



THE SERMON 
 
The Sermon is followed by a time of reflection 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 
 

The priest calls forward those to be baptised, with their parents and godparents 
 
We welcome Edward who comes to be baptised. I invite his parents and 
godparents to present him now. 
 
We present Edward Alexander Gunthorpe to be baptised. 
 
The priest says to the parents and godparents 
 
Will you accept the responsibilities placed upon you in bringing this child 
for baptism? 
 
I will. 
 
Are you willing to answer on behalf of this child? 
 
I am. 
 
By your own prayers and example, by your friendship and love, will you 
encourage Edward in the life and faith of the Christian community? 
 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Before God and this congregation, you must affirm that you turn to Christ 
and reject all that is evil: 
 
Do you turn to Christ? 
 
I turn to Christ. 
 
 
 



Do you repent of your sins? 
 
I repent of my sins. 
 
Do you reject selfish living, and all that is false and unjust? 
 
I reject them all. 
 
Do you renounce Satan and all evil? 
 
I renounce all that is evil. 
 
Almighty God deliver X you from the powers of darkness, and lead you in 
the light of Christ to his everlasting kingdom. Amen. 
 
Will you each, by God’s grace, strive to live as a disciple of Christ, loving 
God with your whole heart, and your neighbour as yourself, until your 
life’s end? 
 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
The priest says to the congregation 
 
You have heard these our brothers and sisters respond to Christ. Will you 
support them in this calling? 
 
We will. 
 
The priest prays these prayers 
 
Grant, merciful God, that Edward may be so buried with Christ in baptism 
that the new nature may be raised up in him. May the fruit of your Spirit 
grow and flourish in him. Amen. 
 
Give to his parents and godparents the desire to share with him what you 
have revealed in your holy gospel. Amen. 
 



May he know Christ’s forgiving love and continue in the fellowship and 
service of his Church. May he proclaim, by word and example, the good 
news of God in Christ. Amen. 
 
We thank you for the ministry we have in your world and to each other in 
the household of faith. Hasten that day when the whole creation shall be 
made perfect in Christ. Amen. 
 
The organ plays while the baptismal party, as well as any other members of the 
congregation who might wish, gather around the font. All stand and turn to face them 
 

THE BAPTISM 
 

At the place where the water for baptism is, the priest begins the thanksgiving. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
    And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy Spirit moved 
upon the waters to bring forth light and life. With water you cleanse and 
replenish the earth; you nourish and sustain all living things. Through the 
waters of the Red Sea you led your people out of slavery into freedom, and 
brought them through the river Jordan to new life in the land of promise.  
 
We give you thanks for your Son Jesus Christ: for his baptism by John, for 
his anointing with the Holy Spirit. Through the deep waters of death Jesus 
delivered us from our sins and was raised to new life in triumph. We give 
you thanks for the grace of the Holy Spirit who forms us in the likeness of 
Christ and leads us to proclaim your kingdom. And now we give you thanks 
that you have called Edward to new birth in your Church through the waters 
of baptism. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit in blessing and sanctify this X water so that those 
who are baptised in it may be made one with Christ in his death and 
resurrection. May they die to sin, rise to newness of life, and continue 



forever in Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we give you praise and 
honour in the unity of the Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
I now ask you to affirm as yours the faith of the Church. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in God the Son? 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The priest says to the congregation 
 
This is the faith of the Church 
 



This is our faith 
We believe in one God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The priest baptises the candidate by pouring water over her, saying 
 
Edward Alexander, I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

AFTER BAPTISM 
 
The priest makes a cross with oil on the forehead of the candidate, saying 
 
Edward, I sign you with the sign of the cross to show that you are marked 
as Christ’s own for ever. 
 
Live as disciples of Christ: 
fight the good fight,  
finish the race,  
keep the faith. 
 
Confess Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, 
look for his coming in glory. 
 
The priest lights the baptismal candle, saying 
 
God has brought you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. 
 
Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 
 
The priest welcomes the newly baptised, saying 
 
God has called you into his Church. 
 
We therefore receive and welcome you  
as a member with us of the body of Christ,  



as a child of the one heavenly Father,  
and as an inheritor of the Kingdom of God. 
 
The newly baptised is welcomed with applause 
 

GREETING OF PEACE 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
We greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
A collection is taken to support the life and mission of the parish. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
 

1. Just as I am, without one plea 
but that your blood was shed for me, 
and that you would my Saviour be, 
O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
2. Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
4. Just as I am, you will receive, 
will welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because your promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
5. Just as I am – your love unknown 
has broken every barrier down 



now to be yours, and yours alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
6. Just as I am, of that free love 
the breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 
here for a season, then above, 
O Lamb of God, I come.  
 

Charlotte Elliott 1789-1871 alt 
TIS 584(i) 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 

  
¯The Lord be with you. 
    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The priest continues in thanksgiving… 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
¯Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
¯Blessed X is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The priest continues with the prayer of consecration… 
 
 
 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
¯Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
    Christ will come again. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues… 
 

… we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
¯Blessing and honour and glory and power 
    are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 
 
¯Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come;  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND COMMUNION 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
 
We who are many are one body: 
For we all share in the one bread. 
 
The priest breaks the bread while the Agnus Dei is sung  
 
¯Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
    Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
    Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 



All baptised Christians who seek Christ in this sacrament are invited to receive Holy 
Communion. Anyone is welcome to receive a blessing instead. During Communion the 
Parish Choir sing the Motet, ‘If Ye Love Me’ by Thomas Tallis. 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
Notices may be given here.  
 
The priest prays the post-communion prayer, followed by 
 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. 
 
The priest pronounces this blessing: 
 
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, X the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord:    
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

1. Fight the good fight with all thy might, 
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 
lay hold on life, and it shall be 
thy joy and crown eternally.  
 
2. Run the straight race through God’s good grace, 
lift up thine yes, and seek his face; 
life with it is way before us lies; 
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.  
 
3. Cast care aside; and on thy Guide 
lean, and his mercy will provide, 



lean, and the trusting soul shall prove 
Christ is its life, and Christ its love.  
 
4. Faint not, nor fear; his arm is near; 
he changes not, and thou art dear; 
only believe, and thou shalt see 
that Christ is all in all to thee.  

 
John Samuel Bewley Monsell 1811-75 

TIS 594 
 
The organist plays the Postlude 
 

Please join us for Morning Tea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



T H E  P A R I S H  C H O I R  O F
S A I N T  J O H N ’ S  F I N C H  S T R E E T

I S  S E E K I N G  T O  I N T R O D U C E  A  

F O R  G I R L S  A N D  B O Y S  A G E D
B E T W E E N  8  A N D  1 2  

Free of charge including tuition 
and rehearsal on Wednesdays from 6:30pm to 7:15pm 

and attendance at rehearsals 
and the Choral Eucharist on Sundays from 8:30am. 

To sign up or enquire contact the Director of Music Rowan
Swarbrick: music@saintjohns.org.au or 0401 268 269 

J O H N S'  S A I N T S T R E E TF NI HC

T R E B L E  C H O R U S





ROSTER This Week 
16 February 2025 

Next Week 
23 February 2025 

8.00am Eucharist 
Welcomer Jim Morse Lorraine Bisdee 
Server Pat Syer Sally Wallis 
Readers John Jobling 

Sally Wallis 
Roxanne Hislop 
David Richards 

9:30am Eucharist 

Welcomers  Robin Richards 
Marg Garing 

Chris Martin 
David Reece 

Sub-Deacon Sebastian Harvey Jane Fisher 
Crucifer Rick Burman Will Grant 
Acolytes Manny & William Manny & William 
Thurifer NA NA 

Readers Elizabeth Buckmaster  
Sue Lockey 

Bron Williams 
Jane Fyfield 

Intercessor Anne Kerin Jenny Thomson 
Organist Tim Clarke Bruce Fethers 

Post-Service Hospitality Sue Lockey 
CK Choong 

Rosemary Wickett 
Nikki Morshedi 

6.00pm 
Welcomers Marigold Draper -- 
Readers Marigold Draper 

Sally Wallis 
-- 

Organist David Brennan -- 
Post Service Hospitality The Vicar -- 
Weekly Duties 
Flowers (for the Sunday) Lou Robinson & Deb 

Lauritz 
Caroline l’Huillier & 

Jane Fyfield 
Bins (for the week after 
Sunday) 

David Richards 
Garden & Garbage 

David Woods 
Recycling & Garbage 

 
 
 
 

 

Saint John’s Finch Street 
www.saintjohns.org.au   


